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Harold 'i^eisberg 
Hyatts town, Md* 20734 
October 18, 1966 

The Editor 

The Sunday Express 

^o^don, England 

Cear Sir, 

Although I believe my b^olc V^HITE ASH: TH**: RiCPei^T ON THE Ri'.P0RT, Is by 

far the strongest criticism of the Report, I agree with much of tho comment by Robert 

Pitman In your issue of September 25. My book has not been published in England but a 

copy is Bvailobls to you through ray Agent, Gordon Ilarbord, B3 -»t, Martin’s lane, London. 

« » 

I mode a copy available to you in thfJ^oountry but prr. sucmtibly it 'i;<d not reach London. 

It is the first of the current books, is restricted entirely to the official 
Information of the Commission, snd elone addresses itself to the Report. 

I believe you will not find in the book the defects about which Mr. pitman w* rites, 
because it is entirely official Information and because it does not depend upon eye- 
witness testimony. In fact, the vc^y first thing it its analysie of tae use and treat© 
ment of eyewitnesses is on exposition of the undependobllity of such evidence. It does 
not conjecture, -^t does not avoid the tracing of the movements attributed to Oswald 
after he left the depository, nor does it avoid the official svl lence on the murider f'j 
Tipoit, especially those shells to ich Mr. Pij^nsn refers end the bullets to which 
he does not. 

In the Interest of precision, may I suggest that Mr, Pitman might have ecknowledgd 
the third murder, that of the alleged assasrjln* V/ithout that there would have been no 
**exx)rj« Also in tbe piextxfainxaf interest of precision, day I refer you to my chapter 
entitled ^”The Niomber of ^hots"i Mr. Pitman says that the Conmission” assuned that the 
first bullet hit the President’’ anj then inflicted all th<^ injuries on the Governor. 

This is what the “^eport would lead the hjsty reader to believe but it is, alas, not 
the fact. It actually says in its ’Su.uTiai*y and Conclusions*’ that *' Although it is not 
essential to any findings of the Commission to determine just which shot hit Gover- 
nor Gonnally, there is very persuasive evidence from the expr^s to indicate that the 
ssnui bullet «hlob pierced tbe Presldeat'a throat also caused Governor Connelly's 
wounds" (WHTBWAfiH 157 J Report 19 ). 



Both statements are entirely erroneous. It Is a mlnlnrum basis of the Report 

that the first bullet alone have hit both the President end the Governor, for all 

other times are precluded by the existing photographic evidence and the absolute 

minirmini reloading time for that rifle for the very best experts of not less than 2.3 

seoonds. It is also in opposition to fact th state, as the Report Joes, that the 

experts agreed that one bullet could have caused all the non— fatal injuries to both men 
A 

In this chapter of ray book nna that which follows you will findi them rnodical evideme. 

To have had this carer of the most magical bullet in hiotory the Commission’s 
bullet, Ihrhibit 399 (photograph on pago 208 of .'-HITE^VASH ) , had to have caused seven 
injuries, .-vnashinj an undetermined number of bones in tie Governor, including 10 cm . 
of his fifth rib, his wrist and en injury to his tibie, while elso remaining (Virtually 
intact, undeforraed and unmutilated. The actual scientific evidence is that this coiild 
not hove hap-^ened, ^nd the precise language of these exports la in my bo"k. ‘hat the 
FBI’s e:cpert said is tht.t had this bullet hit coarse cloth or leather it would have 
been marked by them, but it remains entirely unite rked by the bones it hit*' Undefonned 
( the word the Report avoids but the doctors did not) and unnutilated/ 

It is not poscibla that the Comniisaion ’’assumes (perhaps wrongly) that Oswald 
could not have started firing until the oak tree in front of his window was out of 
the line of fire”, for even if this had not been an insurraoutable obstruction, and^iber 
remains: Prior to that moment (Frame 210 of the mo ti on-picture film that records the 
tragic events), a bullet from that window could not have wounded the President and 
then have done this phenominal damage to the Governor. -Tere eny shot flrsd prior to 
the moment represented by Frame 210, at least one of the shots had to have been 
fired from another point, and even the remarkable powers attributed to Osv/ald are not 
that great. He could not have been in two places at a single moment. The tnuth la 
that no man in the world could have fired that rifle with such accuracy in that brief 
fragjnent of tir.e, about 5 seconds according to the Report, an i th® best shots the 
Gommisslon could rouster, Trlth tbs test rigged in their favor, could not do as well 4 



The great problem for responsible newspapers and Jouraollsta in assessing the 
Report (esido from its vast size end injudicious padviing to further augment its 
▼olume) is tho tremenduoua tinis re-iuired to t.nce the evidence the staff of the 
Com'^dLs^ion excluded from the final document. ?6» example, i«r. Pitjk)an logically 
asks quest ions about the possibility of the planting of the three shells traced 
to that particular rifle and found on the sixth flonf of the building near that 
window, what he has no .vay of knov^lng from the ^Sport but will find in my book 
(page 28) that each of these shell bore multiple rifle markings. That is they bore 
markings, according to Edgar Eo^ver, hea of the -^'edersl Bureau of ‘investigation, 
that proved each of the shells had been in this rifle on another occasion or had been 
ln± an entirely different rifle. 

^rs. Bledsoe, uswald's former landlady whose dislike of him se^ms to have 
derived from his reluctance to chatter with her, la another such caae. The ^^eport 
does not include thia excerpt from her testimony on her Identifi ca tionya of the 
shirt Oswald allegadly wras wearing (raiTET/^ASH 110): 

»* Mr. Ball (assistant counsel): It was brou^t out to you by the Secret Service 
man end shown to youv 

I 

'•Mrs. Bledsoe. Yes. 

"Mr. Ball. Had you ever seonl the shirt before thatf 

"Mrs. Bledsoe. .Veil - 

"Ur. Ball. Had youv 

"Mrs Bledsoe. No; he had it on though," ^©urce, Vol. 6, p. 412). 

Most of Mrs. Bledsoe’s testimony consisted g^Arlsnta of "I don’t know”. 

Mr. Pitman also referred to tbe death of the cab driver, Whaley, ^ou nilght be 
interested In his testimony about how he identified Oswald in thvf police llaeup: H© 
swore to an affidavit of identification before attending the lineup, s-'/ore to s blank 
place of paper, or did It as a fsvor to the district attroney, depending on *^Mch of 
the incredible versions ajfjkitQd (V.HITS'TASH 79). 



Sincerely yours, 
Harold V7ei8b6rg 



